Microscopical Observations relative to Stains upon Linen. By M. Rattier. The most simple method for this mode of investigation consists in separating, if possible, the part on which the experiment is to be made, placing it in a vessel of moderate depth (such as a watch-glass,) and pouring upon it some distilled water to the depth of one or two lines. As soon as the stain is well soaked, its surface is to be slightly scratched with a spatula; in some cases, where the matter is in very great quantity, it is sufficient to shake the liquid for a moment. If we then submit the solution thus obtained to the microscope, we shall find, if the stain is from blood, globules of blood, some of which are deformed, in proportion to the antiquity of the stain and the rubbing it has sustained; but, in the majority of cases, they will be always found presenting such characters that, if they are once seen, cannot be mistaken. In the solution of mucus, of pus, and of semen, especially of pus, the globules are seen with the greatest facility; and, in the solution of semen, in the midst of the remains of spermatic animalcules, we shall always find some entire.

